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Aliağa, Yunt ve Dumanlı dağlarının 
eteğinde, Ege’nin kıyısında çevresi-
ni bir deniz feneri gibi binlerce yıldır  
aydınlatıyor. Sadece sanayinin değil; 
ölmez ağaç zeytinin, bereketin simgesi 
güneşin, denizin, tarihin, kentleşme-
nin, uygarlıkların beşiğidir Aliağamız.

Aliağa ve çevresi, insanlığın yerleşik 
yaşama geçtiği 8.500 yıldan bu yana 
uygarlığa ev sahipliği yapıyor. Yaşadı-
ğımız topraklar, Neolitik Dönem’den 
günümüze sayısız uygarlığa kollarını 
açmış, insanlığın uzun yolculuğuna 
tanıklık ediyor.

Aliağa çevresinde Kyme, Myrina,  
Gryneion, Tisna, Larissa, Aigai, Elaea, 
Pitane gibi birçok önemli Antik 
Kent günümüze kadar ulaşmış.  
Aliağa Belediyesi olarak bölgemizdeki 
tarihi, kültürel, arkeolojik birikimin 
kayıt altına alınarak geleceğe taşın-
ması sorumluluğu taşıyarak bir çok  
bilimsel faaliyete ev sahipliği yapıyoruz.

Bu coğrafyada günümüze ulaşan her 
şey, koruyup geleceğe taşımamız için 
bize emanet edilen geçmişin mirasıdır. 
Bu topraklarda binlerce yıldır kuru-
lan uygarlıklar, üretilen kültür bizim  
kültürümüzdür. Bu kültürün evrende 

At the foot of the mountains of Yunt 
and Dumanlı, Aliağa, it has been  
illuminating its surroundings on the 
shore of the Aegean for thousands of 
years. Not just industry; Our Aliağa is 
the cradle of the immortal tree olive, 
the symbol of fertility, the sun, the sea, 
history, urbanization and civilizations. 

Aliağa and its surroundings have 
been home to civilization since 
8.500 years when humanity star-
ted to live. The lands we live in have  
opened their arms to countless civiliza-
tions from the Neolithic Period to the 
present, witnessing the long journey 
of humanity. 

Many important ancient cities such 
as Kyme, Myrina, Gryneion, Tisna, 
Larissa, Aigai, Elaea, Pitane around 
Aliağa have survived to the present 
day. As Aliağa Municipality, we host 
many scientific activities, ride the 
responsibility of recording the his-
torical, cultural and archaeological  
accumulation in our region and carrying 
them into the future.

Everything that reaches the present 
in this geography is the legacy of the 
past entrusted to us to preserve and 
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carry it to the future. The civilizations 
established in these lands for thou-
sands of years, the culture produced 
are our culture. It is a responsibility 
and also a duty for us to protect the 
footprints left by this culture in the 
universe and carry it to the future. 

This book was created with scientific 
papers presented at the “International 
Symposium on Aliağa and Its Terri-
tory-Aiolis Region-Archaeology and 
Interdisciplinary Researches” held on 
September 27-28, 2018.

Many academicians from Turkey 
and abroad attended the symposi-
um, which was organized with the 
institutional organization of Aliağa 
Municipality and highbrowed scien-
tific support of Adnan Menderes Uni-
versity. On behalf of our city and our  
fellow townsmen, I would like to thank 
our universities and all scientists who  
attended our Symposium. 

With my deepest love and respect.

bıraktığı ayak izlerini korumak ve  

geleceğe taşımak bizim için bir sorum-

luluk ve aynı zamanda görevdir.  

Bu kitap, 27-28 Eylül 2018 tarihlerin-

de gerçekleştirdiğimiz “Uluslararası 

Aliağa ve Çevresi, Aiolis Bölgesi,  

Arkeoloji ve Disiplinlerarası Araştırmalar 

Sempozyumu”nda sunulan bilimsel 

bildirilerle oluştu.

Aliağa Belediyesi’nin kurumsal orga-

nizasyonu ve Aydın Adnan Menderes 

Üniversitesi’nin bilimsel desteğiyle 

yapılan Sempozyuma yurtiçinden ve 

yurtdışından çok sayıda akademisyen 

konuşmacı olarak katıldı. Üniversite-

lerimize, Sempozyumumuza katılan 

tüm bilim insanlarımıza kentimiz ve 

hemşehrilerimiz adına çok teşekkür 

ediyorum.

En derin sevgi ve saygılarımla.

 Serkan ACAR  
Aliağa Belediye Başkanı/Mayor of Aliağa

Aralık/2020 December/2020
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ALİAĞA VE ÇEVRESİ

Giriş

M u r a t  Ç E K İ L M E Z

Myrina ve Gryneion Antik Kentleri Arkeolojik Yüzey Araş-
tırmaları (MYGAR) Başkanlığı ve Aliağa Belediyesi’nin ku-
rumsal desteğiyle birlikte 27-28 Eylül 2018 tarihlerinde 
İzmir İli, Aliağa İlçesindeki Hampton by Hilton Hotel’de 

“Uluslararası Aliağa ve Çevresi-Aiolis Bölgesi-Arkeoloji 
ve Disiplinlerarası Araştırmalar Sempozyumu” gerçek-
leştirilmiştir. Sempozyumda, Aliağa ve çevresiyle birlikte 
Aiolis Bölgesi’nde yapılan arkeolojik ve bu kapsamdaki 
interdisipliner araştırmaların bilim dünyasına sunulması, 
Antik Kentlerde yapılan araştırmalarda elde edilen veri-
lerin diğer Antik kentlerle karşılaştırılması, bölgeyle ilgi-
li sorular ve tartışmalarıyla birlikte çözüm yolları ve fikir 
alış verişi amaçlanmıştır. Bu kapsamda; Kyme, Myrina ve 
Gryneion, Tisna, Elaia, Aigai, Phokaia, Larisa, Melanpa-
gos, Pergamon ve Leukai yerleşimlerinde yapılan kazı ve 
araştırmalarıyla birlikte disiplinlerarası çalışmalar sunul-
muştur. İki gün boyunca devam eden sempozyumumuz-
da farklı oturumlarda, konularının uzamanı olan akade-
misyenler tarafından sunumlar gerçekleşmiştir. Başta 
ülkemiz olmak üzere İtalya, Polonya, İsviçre, Fransa ve 
Almanya gibi farklı ülkelerdeki üniversitelerden katılan 
araştırmacılar iki gün boyunca uzmanlık alanlarıyla ilgili 
sunumlar yapmıştır. 
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T.C. Kültür ve Turizm Bakanlığı, Kültür Varlıkları ve Müzeler Genel Müdürlü-
ğü’nün izinleriyle Aydın Adnan Menderes Üniversitesi öğretim üyesi Doç. Dr.
Murat Çekilmez başkanlığındaki bilim ekibi tarafından yürütülen Myrina ve
Gryneion Arkeolojik Yüzey Araştırmaları’ndaki amaçlarımızdan biri de bölge-
nin arkeolojisi konusunda yeni veriler elde etmek ve sempozyumlar düzenle-
yerek bu verileri sunmaktır. Bu amaç doğrultusunda sempozyumda sunulan
bildiriler, bu eserde bir araya getirilerek bilim dünyasına sunulmuştur.

Arkeolojik Yüzey Araştırmaları’nın öncelikli hedeflerinden biri de arkeoloji 
dışında farklı bilim dallarının katkılarıyla kültürel mirasın belgelenmesi ve 
korunmasıyla ilgili çalışmalardır. Bu kapsamda; 2863 Sayılı Kültür ve Tabiat 
Varlıklarını Koruma Kanunu kapsamında sözü edilen korunması gerekli taşı-
nır ve taşınmaz kültür varlıkları belgelenmekte ve envanterlenmektedir.

2015 yılından itibaren Myrina ve Gryneion Antik Kentlerinde yapılan araştır-
malar ve elde edilen buluntular, “Myrina ve Gryneion Arkeolojik Yüzey Araş-
tırmaları, Belgeler ve Yeni Araştırmalar” 1. Cilt, Aliağa Kent Kitaplığı dizisinin 
3. yayını olarak, Aliağa Belediyesi’nin destekleriyle 2017 yılında bilim dünya-
sına sunulmuştu.

2018 yılında, “Myrina ve Gryneion Arkeolojik Yüzey Araştırmaları, Son Araş-
tırmalar ve Disiplinlerarası Çalışmalar” adlı 2. Cilt Aliağa Belediyesi’nin des-
tekleriyle, Aliağa Kent Kitaplığı Dizisinin 6. yayını olarak yayınlanmıştır. 

2019 yılında, Aliağa Belediyesi’nin destekleriyle “Aliağa ve Çevresindeki An-
tik Kentler, Kyme, Myrina, Gryneion, Tisna, Elaia, Aigai, Larisa” adlı yayın 
Aliağa Kent Kitaplığı’nın 9. sayısında Doç. Dr. Murat Çekilmez editörlüğünde 
yayınlanmıştır. 

Sempozyumun gerçekleştirilmesindeki katkıları nedeniyle Kyme kazısı eski 
başkanı Doç. Dr. Antonio La Marca’ya, Aigai kazısı başkanı Doç. Dr. Yusuf 
Sezgin’e, Larisa araştırmaları başkanı Prof. Dr. Turgut Saner’e, Elaia araştır-
maları başkanı Prof. Dr. Felix Pirson’a, Myrina ve Gryneion araştırma ekibine, 
sempozyumun bilim ve düzenleme kurulu üyelerine teşekkür ederim. 

Yüzey araştırmaları ve kazıların gerçekleşmesini sağlayan izinler ve destek-
leri nedeniyle; T.C. Kültür ve Turizm Bakanlığı, Kültür Varlıkları ve Müzeler 
Genel Müdürlüğü’ne, İzmir İl Kültür ve Turizm Müdürlüğü’ne ve bizleri her 
fırsatta destekleyen İzmir Müzesi Müdürlüğü’ne çok teşekkür ederiz. 
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Aydın Adnan Menderes Üniversitesi Rektörlüğü’ne, Fen Edebiyat Fakültesi 
Dekanlığı’na ve Arkeoloji Bölüm Başkanlığı’na destekleri için çok teşekkür 
ederiz. 

Aigai kazıları eski başkanı ve Ege Üniversitesi öğretim üyesi Prof. Dr. Ersin Do-
ğer tarafından çalışmalara büyük bir bilimsel destek verilmektedir. Aiolis Böl-
gesi’ni karış karış gezerek büyük bir birikime sahip olan hocamıza destekleri, 
önerileri ve yardımları için çok teşekkür ederiz. Destekleri nedeniyle ayrıca 
Doç. Dr. Lale Doğer’e teşekkürler. 

Bu çalışmanın yayınlanmasındaki destekleri yanında bölgedeki kazı ve yüzey 
araştırmaları konusundaki en büyük destekçimiz Aliağa Belediye Başkanı 
Serkan Acar olmuştur. Belediye Başkanlığı, bölgenin ekonomik kalkınmasının 
yanı sıra çevresel, sosyal ve kültürel yaşamına katkıda bulunmayı öncelikleri 
arasında değerlendirmektedir. Bu kapsamda bölgenin sosyal ve kültürel izle-
rini yansıtan araştırmalarımızda bizleri destekleyen Aliağa Belediye Başkanı 
Acar ve ekibine personeline çok teşekkür ederiz. 

2017 yılında ilk defa başlayan sempozyumun gelenekselleşmesi ve yayın ça-
lışmalarının artması temennisiyle, saygılarımla.
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Tisna and the First Results 
of the New Researches

E m r e  E R D A N ¹

The 1Aiolis Region describing broadly is located in  
between the north of the Gulf of Izmir and the south 
of Mysia-Troas Regions (Fig. 1). Moreover, the coastal  
islands such as Lesbos are considered within the Aiolis 
Region. Herodotus tells after the colonisation movement, 
which is now controversial in its actuality 2, the Aiolians 
came to this region via Greece formed a confederation 
(Herodotus 1, 149). The centres such as Kyme, Larisa, 
Neonteikhos, Temnos, Killa, Notion, Aigiroessa, Pitane, 
Aigai, Myrina, Gryneion and Smyrna can be named among 
the main 12 Aiolian cities known through Herodotus  
accounts and archaeological studies. (Herodotus 1, 149. 
Smyrna later joined Ionian League.)

1  Dr. Emre Erdan, Aydın Adnan Menderes University, Faculty of 
Art & Science, Department of Archaeology.

2  See Rose 2008 for further information.

ALİAĞA AND 
 ITS TERRITORY 
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Tisna is located at the now İzmir province, Aliağa district, at the boundaries 
of Uzunhasanlar and Karakuzu quarters (Fig. 2). It was established at a 
sheltered point overlooking Gulf of Çandarlı (Elaitikos), a rough terrain 
but surrounded by very fertile land next to the Güzelhisar Stream (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 1  
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Fig. 2  
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(Titnaios/Tisnaios/Pythikos) on now named Kocakale Tepe 3 and Sarıkale 
Tepe that reach 350 m. altitude in places. Tisna surrounded by Aspordene 
(Yunt) in north and Sardene (Dumanlı) Mountains in south.

The information about the city relayed by ancient sources is very limited. 
Pliny is the only source which we can gather direct information about the city. 
Pliny who mentions Tisna as Titanus in his work Naturalis Historia, refers to 
the existence of other cities apart from Tisna, such as Larisa, Kyme, Myrina 
(Sebastopolis), Aigai, Attalia, Poisdea, Neonteikhos and Temnos in the Aiolis 
Region (Pliny HN 5.32)  4. 

3 Means “Hill” on Turkish.  

4 Plinius states in his excerpt where he describes Tisna that the river which runs north 
of the city is called Titanus and the city was names after this river. What we would like to 
emphasize here is; there is another river had the same name and another city that took its 
name from the river. The city in question is at the Peloponnese peninsula and the moun-
tain, which it was built on, the river that runs above and the city were all named Tita-
nus. Furthermore, there is another settlement in Mainland Greece, near Sicyonia bears 
the same name and the city was named Titana, Titane and Teutanion at different times. 
It is known that the Tisna was known as Titne for some time, similar to the Titane, the 
name that was used for the city of Titanus near Sicyonia. Pye 1803, Titanus Maddesi; C. 
Foss, S. Mitchell, G. Reger, R. Talbert, T. Elliott, and S. Gillies, ‘Tisna/Titne: a Pleiades 
place resource’, Pleiades: A Gazetteer of Past Places, 2012 <https://pleiades.stoa.org/
places/550933> [Accessed: 07 June 2018]. 

Fig. 3
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Although it was not considered as a part of the Aiolian League, it is known 
that Tisna gained power, especially in 4th century BC, became a polis and 
issued coins 5. The coins found there and many of which currently offered 
for sale overseas through smuggling, have on one side a horned river god 
Tisnaios/Titnaios (ΤΙΣΝΑΙΟΝ= τισναíov, τισναιωνν) whom was the city 
named after and seen on the coins of Aigai 6, on the other side a sword in 
scabbard with strap or a one-handled cup  is depicted (Fig. 4). One-handled 
cup was frequently depicted on Kyme coins between 350-250 BC and the 
symbol is considered as Kyme’s parasemon 7. This concurs with the informa-
tion relayed by Strabo on Kyme being the metropolis of Aiolis Region 8 and 
suggests that through the good relations Tisna forged with Kyme, it was un-
der the protection of the Kyme during the Hellenization process 9.

The origin of the city’s name provides interesting as well as controversial ap-
proaches. No direct detection of Tisna among other Greek city names and the 
name not having any meaning in Greek however the reading of Tišna which 
is the name of a holy mountain in Kizzuwatna in the Hittite texts 10, the city 
is full of questions on location and geographical relations. Nevertheless, the 
written and archaeological findings showing the cultural and trade relations 

5 Imhoof-Blumer 1883, 275-276, Pl. 29-31; Pottier ve Reinach 1887, 35-36; Wroth 1894, lxii, 
Pl. xxix-12;  Babelon 1910, col. 2074-2080, Pl. CLVII-22-27;  Imhoof-Blumer 1923, 225-226, 
Taf. IV. Nr. 28-29; Keil 1937, 1481; Kiechle 1959-60, 150; Masson 1985, 23; Sallet 1987, 284; 
Schönert-Geiss 1987, 425; Anabolu 1990, 361; Anabolu 1997, 33, Res. 1; Göktürk 1999, 224, 
Lev. 3-35-36; Rubinstein 2004, 1051; Altınoluk 2005, 214-215, Lev. XXXI-1.2,1.3; Lenger 2011, 
156; Dusinberre 2013, 74, Tab. 3. 

6 The god Tisnaios/Titnaios is observed on the Aigai coins 600 years later than Tisna. 
Heinle 2015, 43. 

7 Heinle 2015, 41.

8 Strab. XIII. 3-6.

9 Heinle 2015, 41-42. 

10 Groddek 1997, 184; Tremoille 1998, 265

Fig. 4
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which gathered pace from Early Bronze Age throughout Late Bronze Age at 
Eastern Mediterranean – Eastern Aegean line and continued in Iron Age as 
well, suggests the early settlers came from this region may carried over the 
city’s name. Indeed, in some studies that were carried out in the Tisna in pre-
vious years, the city was mentioned among the centres with findings from 2nd 
millenium BC 11, some fortification walls that present cyclopean qualities and 
some pottery detected in surveys initiated by us in 2018, render the subject 
even more interesting.

The first information about Tisna comes from the French traveller Guichon 
who visited the area in 1860s. Guichon remarks a low relief resembling the 
Karabel relief he saw in a hollow during his travels in Güzelhisar Stream val-
ley. Although S. Reinach and D. Baltazzi organised a research trip to the area 
in 1881 based upon this information, they could not find the relief mentioned 
by Guichon 12.

The most extensive study done on the city to date belongs to A. Conze 13. 
Conze, arriving Tisna in 1909, describes a broad plan for the fortification 
walls that he observed at Tisna and three rock-cut tombs as the result of his 
short-term research. E. Doğer who conducted research in the area at inter-
vals, and his team visited the city which was forgotten for a long time in the 
following years; Doğer considered this place as a military outpost that was 
used in the years of Persian occupation 14.

Forgotten for a long time after Conze’s short-term research in 1909 
and known only through the findings from illegal excavations that were  
taken to museums or auction companies local and abroad, surveys have been 
commenced by a team led by E. Erdan titled “Survey Project on Tisna and 
Vicinity”. The research of 2018 focused on the two areas that are thought to 
encompass the Tisna, Kocakale Tepe and Sarıkale Tepe.

11 Sayce 1882, 221 et al. 

12 Chronique d’Orient 1885, 107-109 (5.72-3) quoted by Doğer 2017, 189. 

13 Conze 1911. 

14 Doğer 2017, 78-79. 
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Kocakale Tepe
Kocakale Tepe as the highest settlement of Tisna is a hard to reach elevation 
approximately 360 m. above sea level. Terrace walls that reach 120 m.x35 m. 
 were located during the studies we started on the north section of the hill 
which faces the now Güzelhisar Dam, covered with thick flora steep, on the 
steep slopes and footpaths. No traces of other structures in between or near 
the mortarless stone walls observed to be constructed using the casemate 
technique with local andesite, were found. Therefore, for the present it is 
thought that these walls were constructed with a similar purpose to known 
necropolis terraces in Aiolis Region (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5
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The ruins of a structure with elliptical plan and 90 m above sea level, with 
dimensions of 10.70 m.x10.15 m. and walls range in thickness from 1.20 m. 
to 1.60 m. were detected. 7 water wells were found during the examinations 
made in and around of this structure that is different from other wall struc-
tures we observed and think may be dated to an earlier period (Fig. 6).

Two rock-cut tombs discovered and drawn by A. Conze in 1909, were visited 
during the continued work at Kocakale Tepe. The first of the tombs (Fig. 7a- b), 
which we registered as Rock-cut Tomb 1 and 2, is 340 m. high and at the 
south facing peak point of the city. The entrance to the single-room tomb 
is via a dromos and the burial chamber has three kline that are on the east, 
west and north. The tomb number 2 is located on the north facing peak point 
of the hill. It was discovered that the tomb, which also has a dromos as it’s 

Fig. 6
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entrance passage, has two chambers. A single kline was positioned parallel 
to the tomb entrance inside each chamber that are on the south of the tomb.

A floor observed to be heavily damaged, made with brick shards, sand and 
lime mortar, with dimensions of 1.50 m.x1.35 m. and was discovered 360 m. 
above the sea level on the south of the Kocakale Tepe, near the tomb  
described as Rock-cut Tomb 1. The floor that is located in between bedrocks 
shows Byzantine Era qualities. A 2.40 m. long and 1.50 m. high structure 
made with bricks, irregularly formed andesite and mortar was detected at 
the same area and coordinates. It was determined that the structure, which 

Fig. 7
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appears to have an apsis, is connected with the floor and constructed in  
Byzantine Era (Fig. 8).

A rock monument with steps that is approximately 300 m. high was discovered 
on the south of the Kocakale Tepe. A curved throne facing southwest that is 
on a northeast-southwest axis is located on the monument. Two hand rests 
situated either side of the throne. There is a 1.79 cm. wide, 53.5 cm. deep 
and 27.5 cm. high sitting platform starting from the first step just below the 
throne. A libation canal on the northeast with the measurements of 4 cm at 
its starting point, 35 cm. wide and 40 cm. starting from the first step; 24.5 cm. 
at the end of the first step, 15.5 cm. at the start of the second step and 6 cm. 
at the end point of the second step was detected. The libation canal’s length 
determined as 1.87 m. and the detected depth as 7.5 cm. The width of the 
floor, where the throne and sitting platform is on, is 3.67 m. and its depth is 
1.20 m. The aspect of the aforementioned monument with steps is towards 
Dumanlı Mountain (Sardane) that is on the south of Tisna. The monument, 
which its examples can be seen in many regions of Western Anatolia, mainly 
in Phrygian highlands, is thought to be related to the powerful cults of mother 
goddess, especially Matar-Kybele.

Fig. 8
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During the studies that were continued in between the north of Karakuzu Vil-
lage and south of the Kocakale Tepe, a pit with measurements of 60 cm.x40  cm. 
and depth of 28 cm. that is thought to be a hollowed rock offering pit was 
detected (Fig. 9). What make the pit interesting are two 5.5 cm.x4 cm. labrys 
drawings that are made with incision technique found inside.

Overall, Orientalising 15, Archaic, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine Era pot-
tery shards which most of them do not have a profile are discovered in small 
quantities in the areas that were surveyed as a part of the 2018 studies made 
at Kocakale Tepe vicinity. The concentrated closing tiles we observed at the 
area give rise to thought that the north slopes of the area in question might 
be used as a necropolis for a long time as stated above, the topographically 
highest areas of Kocakale Tepe might have been used as the acropolis of the 
city as from the Archaic Period and again the same area might have had a 
small Byzantine settlement encompassing Kocakale Tepe’s south slopes as 
well in Byzantine Era. In the following years of the first year studies, which 
we conducted as to mostly getting to know the territory, the drawings and 
plans of the located walls in the territory should be made. Furthermore, a 
re-examination of the walls that show cyclopean characteristics, which we 
observed at Kocakale Tepe, compared with the structures detected at the  
area’s early settlements is projected. Indeed, the walls in question show pro-
foundly interesting characteristics in both their construction technique and 

15 See also for an amphora in Izmir Archaeological Museum stated to be brought from 
Tisna:  İren 2003, Cat. No. 13.

Fig. 9
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their distinct materials and thought to be able to answer the questions on 2nd 
millennium BC history of the city.

Sarıkale Tepe
The first year study program which was based on familiarisation with Tisna 
and its surroundings changed upon the unexpected findings that were dis-
covered mainly at the part of the city called Sarıkale Tepe and with the de-
tection of intense illegal excavations at the area the majority of the work was 
concentrated on Sarıkale Tepe for urgent documentation. The studies were 
commenced in a rock-cut tomb that was coded as Rock-cut Tomb 3 (Fig. 7c) 
which its existence previously known through A. Conze’s work and 145 m. 
above sea level at the area in question which was known as Küçük Çanita or 
Küçük Kale Tepe in former studies. Two berms, which were severed by a canal 
deep in the middle canal that is 9 cm. wide and 21.5 cm. deep was detected 
during the examinations at the tomb which has a rectangular entrance with 
a flat roof and a saddle roof inside.

A spring, which is 120 m. above sea level, conjoining with the bedrock that 
has volcanic craters and seemingly possible sacrifice canals, surrounded by 
50 m. long wall and feeding from a groundwater source, was detected (Fig. 
10). The area, which is understood to be surrounded by an enclosure wall, is 
thought to be a sanctuary related to the river god of Tisna, Tisnaios. A dried 

a

c

b

d

Fig. 10
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streambed on east-west axis in the said sanctuary and it is thought that the 
source, which the streambed is connected, is related to the sanctuary 16. The 
stream, which feeds from underwater sources, joins with the Sirçe Brook on 
the southwest.

The pavement line of an ancient road that is in between Uzunhasanlar and  
Karakuzu quarters and 140 m. above the sea level on northwest-southeast 
axis, its preserved measurements determined as 43.80 m. in length and 2.68 m. 
in width was detected. A sanctuary that is 180 m. above sea level and heavily 
damaged by illegal excavations, was found at the peak point of a hill which 
can be reached by following the road. It is understood through pottery and 
other small findings found on the surface that the said sanctuary was used  
between Archaic and Hellenistic Periods. The area, which we call Tisna- 
Sarıkale Tepe Sanctuary, has rock etchings that are unique for Anatolian  
Archaeology, pottery shards that can be dated between 7th and 4th century 
BC, figurines, perrirhanterion pieces, a niche, which was made by hollowing 
of bedrock and a well like place that has 12 steps. The sanctuary in ques-
tion is thought to be used in at least Archaic-Hellenistic Periods through the 
data that were gathered in it and peripheral evaluation and had a relation to 
cult of Matar-Kybele that was known to be prevalent in the area. The studies 
conducted around the sanctuary, has shown that the sanctuary is enclosed 
by polygonal walls that can be dated as far back as Early Archaic Period and 
their traces were followed in different points of Sarıkale Tepe (Fig. 11).

16 Dr. Serdar Vardar who is one our team members examined the vicinity of the sanctuary, 
it is stated that the streambed, which is on east-west axis, was not known in former studies.
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A tumulus 70 m. above sea level and was uncovered by illegal excavations 
on the west of the hill during the studies conducted at Sarıkale Tepe (Fig. 12). 
The tumulus was coded, as “Tümülüs 1” after it was understood that many 
tumuli were located in the area. The tumulus, which has a dromos and two 
chambers, was formed by hollowing of the bedrock and was covered by ir-
regular andesite stone blocks. Broken kline pieces were discovered in the 
tumulus which encloses an area that is approximately 50.53 m. radius, on 
one of the pieces a two line inscription was found that is dated as 4th century 

Fig. 11
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BC. As indicated, on the west plane of Sarıkale Tepe where many tumuli are  
located, it is thought that the number of tumuli can be much higher than what 
was detected during the research in 2018 through the aerial photography 
and high-resolution video recordings provided by Aliağa Municipality, in the  
coming years the work is planned to be concentrated in this area and drawings 
and geophysical scanning of the tumuli which their top level stones can be 
seen on the surface are to be carried out.

As a result of the research done at Sarıkale Tepe, it is thought that the area 
was settled in Middle Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Archaic, Classical and 
Hellenistic Periods and the main settlement area of the Tisna. The evidence 
belonging to the periods are supported by both architectural and small  
findings (Fig. 13), it is thought that the peak and west slopes of the hill served 
as the acropolis. The fortification wall that surrounds the peak of Sarıkale 
Tepe which was detected in different satellite images and was defined as 
acropolis before the survey studies began could be clearly tracked both in 
the field and the aerial photographs (Fig. 14). Walls, structures and inner wall  
systems are projected to be studied extensively and the work to be concentrated 
here in the coming years. It is thought that the preserved wall and following  
structures will give us important data on Iron Age city planning in Aiolis Region.  

Fig. 12
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Furthermore, the traces of a great necropolis area were found through  
presently detected 13 tumuli on the west of Sarıkale Tepe. The location of the 
necropolis area overlooking the important cities of Aiolis Region Kyme and 
Myrina makes us think that the area might have been used by noble and rich 
individuals lived in the city. It is thought that the small amount of grey Early 
Iron Age pottery that was found at the Sarıkale Tepe acropolis area may bring 
light to one of the problematic subjects both of the period and the region.

Fig. 13
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Fig. 14
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